The great importance of the Nestorians in the history of medicine must excuse a short incursion into the domain of theology. In the'jear 429 Thus were gathered together in one spot the ancient, knowledge of the East, the remains of Greek freethought, and the most liberal-minded of the Christians, awaiting only the impulse of some fresher and more vigorous activity to take a new step forward in science* But the physicians and philosophers of Gondisapor would indeed have been astonished had they been told that this impulse was destined to come from the wandering hordes of the Arabian desert.
